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Thank you to all the JV and Varsity 
players, to all the players' parents, to our 
school staff, our managers and athletic 
trainers, our coaches and their families. 
It has truly been a T.E.A.M. effort 
(Together Everyone Achieves More). We 
are very blessed to be able to count on 
your full support win, lose or draw. I 
want to especially thank the parent 
support committee who worked very 

hard and continue to work hard this season to support our players. This 
regular season has turned out to be the best in school history as our Varsity 
team finished Undefeated in the regular season. I am very proud of both 
teams, it has been an honor and blessing to be one of their coaches. 
 
JV Game: What a hard fought back and forth game it was. Both teams played 
very tough and it was great to see our JV players drive down in the last 
minutes of the game in order to get into field goal position. To top it off, what 
a clutch game winning kick by Nalea Trujillo!  Awesome job JV, keep 
improving and get ready for the playoffs. Remember to stay humble and 
hungry. 
 
Varsity Game: Again, a very intense hard fought game, we want to thank Aiea 
for the great challenge, they are a very good team. I am proud of our Varsity 
players for improving on offense, defense and special teams. Offensively we 
were able to sustain and finish long drives, on defense we were able 
to contain Aiea's very good passing game. On special teams we forced them to 
play on a long field with our kick coverage. Overall I thought is was one of the 
more complete games we played this year. Again, remember to stay humble 
and hungry. We still have a lot more football left and I believe we can still 
improve in many areas. We will be able to do that this week, it will be another 
intense tough game, we need all the Blue in the stands waving those towels. 
GO BIG BLUE! 
 
Mark 9:23 "All things are possible for those who believe." 
 
Blessings, 
Coach and Charlene Martinez 
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Na Menehune Awards 
Na Menehune of the week:  The hardest working JV and Varsity player during the 

week in practice - They wear a special lei all week and get a free Gatorade at the 

end of each practice and any extra conditioning during practice becomes optional 

for them, the following week they pass the lei on to the next award winners). 

Academic Player of the week:  The JV and Varsity player that earned the highest 

GPA based on their weekly grade check - They will each get a $25 gift card to 

Sports Authority. 

Varsity Game awards: 

"Big Hit" of the game:  The varsity player that has the most physical, block, tackle 

or Katoosh - earns a playmaker drifit T-shirt. 

"Playmaker" of the game:  The varsity player that makes a big play that impacts the 

game - earns a "Playmaker drifit T-shirt". 

Ȱ(ÁÒÄ (ÁÔͼ of the game:  The hardest working varsity player during the game, great 

effort - Earns a custom Hard Hat like the coaches but painted Blue by Coach Marti-

nez, Trinity and Apollo. 

"Game Ball" :  For victories, we acknowledge the varsity player that had the biggest 

impact on the game - he earns the actual game ball from the game. 

 Na Menehune of the week:  Academic Player of the week: 
 JV: Bryden Paonessa (#34)  JV: David Hunter (#64) 
 Varsity:  Keven Amaral (#15)  Varsity: Samson Chappelle (#81) 
 
    
 

Varsity Game Awards: 
 
 Ȱ"ÉÇ (ÉÔȱ     Ȱ0ÌÁÙÍÁËÅÒȱ   
 No big hit during the game  Nalea Trujillo (#3)  
   
 Ȱ(ÁÒÄ (ÁÔȱ     Ȱ'ÁÍÅ "ÁÌÌȱ 
 Adam Francisco (#7)   Joel Talaro (#4) 
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Game Of The Week 
Moanalua jumps on Aiea                                 
Article Date 10/17/09  
By: Paul Honda 
Star Bulletin                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

A perfect senior-night celebration 
ɂ a blue wave of pageantry ɂ was 
the fitting end to a perfect regular 
season for Moanalua. 

Na Menehune rolled over Aiea 31-
14 before a capacity crowd at 
Moanalua's field, closing the Oahu 
Interscholastic Association White 
Conference regular-season sched-
ule with an 8-0 mark (8-1 overall). 

"We've been working hard on the 
field, studying the video every day," defensive lineman Chris Malakai-Park said. 
"We're making history." 

Tahje Canyon was scintillating, rushing for 182 yards on only 16 carries. His 65
-yard jaunt on the game's second play from scrimmage set the tone. Moanalua 
rushed for 348 yards on 41 attempts without losing a fumble.  "It was just good 
blocking and I cut back. We're trying to give the defense rest so they can do 
well," Canyon said. "We help them out and they help us out." 

Nobody at Moanalua can remember an unbeaten regular season, and though 
Na Menehune finished first atop the OIA White, there's nothing automatic 
about the postseason. Moanalua will need a win over fourth-place Kalaheo in 
Friday's playoff to secure a state tournament berth. A loss would end Na Mene-
hune's season. 

"We told them it's not how you start, it's how you finish," coach Arnold Marti-
nez said. "Aiea's a great team. We've seen them make plays and come back be-
fore. Now we've got to win the next game against a tough Kalaheo team and 
take care of business." 

Freddy Taliulu was 22-for-32 with 227 passing yards for Aiea, which scored 
only one offensive touchdown. 

Moanalua's mix of I formation and double-wing spread was highly effective 
against an Aiea defense that missed defensive tackle Lawrence Lagafuaina, a 6-
foot-1, 310-pound senior. Lagafuaina suffered an ankle sprain Monday. 
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Game of the Week Cont. 
"We didn't go that hard. It was a lighter day," Na Alii coach Wendell Say said. 
Besides Lagafuaina, at least four other starters sat out, mostly due to injuries. 
"We still could've done the job. Moanalua didn't show us anything we didn't 
scout," Say said. "We just didn't stop them, but hopefully we'll play them again." 

The front five of left tackle Frank Loyd (6-3, 253), left guard Pono Kalua (5-10, 
250), center Jovenn Pacheco (5-8, 240), right guard Roger Soriano (5-8, 200) 
and right tackle Ryan Cortez (6-0, 200) paved the way for Canyon, quarterback 
Adam Francisco and a host of ballcarriers. After Canyon's touchdown gave 
Moanalua a 7-0 lead, Joel Talaro's interception at the Menehune 1-yard line 
ended Aiea's first scoring threat. 

Moanalua went three and out, though, and Aiea took over at the Menehune 26-
yard line after a short punt. Taliulu's 8-yard touchdown pass to Bryson Gabriel 
in the flat tied the game at 7 with 2:34 remaining in the first quarter. Moanalua's 
defense, led by lineman Rich Villasenor, tightened up and permitted only one 
more Aiea first down for the rest of the half. 

Na Menehune attacked up the middle and on both flanks, driving 80 yards in 
nine plays for a go-ahead touchdown. Francisco faked to Canyon and sprinted 
up the middle for a 20-yard touchdown to give Moanalua a 14-7 lead with 10:48 
left in the second quarter. 

Moments later, Moanalua started a seven-play, 76-yard drive to paydirt. A face-
mask penalty against Aiea helped, and Francisco's 4-yard keeper on another 
fake to Canyon boosted the lead to 21-7 with 6:35 to go in the first half. 

Aiea's offense finished with 271 total yards, but most were between the 20s. A 
Taliulu pass to Williams at the Moanalua 19-yard line went bad when Williams 
lost the ball. 

Moanalua then marched 70 yards in 10 plays, tossing the pigskin to Canyon for a  

1-yard touchdown run. Na Menehune led 28-7 with 11:11 to play. Matt Blake-
ley's 26-yard field goal made it 31-7 with 5:18 left. Aiea added a touchdown with 
2:28 left when Douglas Tautua picked off a pass by Moanalua backup quarter-
back Keven Amaral and returned it 26 yards. 

Moanalua's only loss, 16-3 against Mililani, came in nonconference play.  Aiea 
×ÏÎ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÍÁÔÃÈÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ -ÏÁÎÁÌÕÁ ςφ-8. 
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Menehune In The News 

Moanalua runs past 'Aiea, 31-14                                         Article Date: 10/17/09  

By Stacy Kaneshiro 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Moanalua secured the top seed for the O'ahu Interscholastic Association White 
playoffs with a 31-14 win against 'Aiea to finish the regular season unbeaten 
last night at Moanalua stadium. 

Na Menehune (8-1 overall, 8-0 White) will play fourth seeded Kalaheo in one 
semifinal next week at Moanalua. Second-place Na Ali'i (7-2, 6-2) will play 
third -seeded Radford in the other semifinal at 'Aiea. 

"We did this for the seniors," junior tight end/defensive end Rich Villasenor 
said. "It's senior night. We care about them." 

Moanalua honored the seniors on the team after the game. 

Running back Tahje Canyon rushed for 181 yards and two touchdowns, includ-
ing a 65-yarder on the second play of the game, and quarterback Adam Fran-
cisco rushed for the other two TDs for Moanalua. Matt Blakeley booted a 26-
yard field goal to round out the scoring.  
 
Francisco was given a hard hat after the game for being the "hardest worker" 
of the game, a weekly ritual after each game for Na Menehune.  
"I'm ecstatic," said Francisco of getting the hat.  
 
"I'm happy for the kids," Moanalua coach Arnold Martinez said. "This is a very 
special group. They dedicated themselves by putting a lot of work in the offsea-
son. They just love each other and they play hard together."  
 
'Aiea played without defensive lineman Lawrence Lagafuaina, who injured his 
ankle in practice during the week, 'Aiea coach Wendell Say said. Lagafuaina is a 
Division I prospect.   "It shouldn't have," Say said about it adversely affecting 
his team without Lagafuaina. "We have other guys."  
 
As for seeding for the OIA playoffs, Say said it shouldn't matter that much be-
cause all of the four teams are competitive.  
 
'Aiea added a late score when Douglas Tautua returned an interception 26 
yards for a TD off backup quarterback Kevin Amaral to make it 31-10.  
Martinez admitted he was upset by the interception, but said he would apolo-
gize to his team. 

 Honolulu Advertiser Article Cont. 
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Menehune In The News Cont. 

Moanalua runs past 'Aiea, 31-14                                       Article Date: 10/17/09  

By Stacy Kaneshiro 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

"I got on them because I told them, 'This is playoff time,' " Martinez said. "I 
have to apologize to them because these guys are playing hard. I called the 
pass play in there. It wasn't on the kids. We should've ran it out."    
 
Moanalua wasted little time taking the lead. On its second play from scrim-
mage after taking the opening kickoff, Canyon went 65 yards just 55 seconds 
into the game. Blakeley's PAT made it 7-0. 
 
'Aiea tied it later in the first quarter on an 8-yard TD pass from Freddy Taliulu 
to Bryson Gabriel after Na Ali'i took over at the Moanalua's 26 after a shanked 
punt. 
 
But Moanalua stormed back early in the second quarter when Francisco faked 
a dive to Canyon and kept the ball for a 20-yard TD run to make it 14-7 with 
10:48 left in the half. Francisco did the same thing later in the quarter, scoring 
on a 4-yard run to make it 21-7 at the half.  Like his first TD, it came after fak-
ing a dive to Canyon, who naturally drew 'Aiea's attention. 
 

"They bit on him a lot," Francisco said of Canyon. "I ran to the weak side, so all 
I had to do was beat one guy." 
 
After a scoreless third quarter, Canyon scored his second TD of the game to 
make it 28-7. 
 
In the JV game, freshman Nalea Trujillo kicked a 36-yard field goal as time ex-
pired on the clock to give lift Moanalua over 'Aiea, 17-14. 
 
'AIEA (7-2, 6-2) 7 0 0 0ɂ14 
MOANALUA (8-1, 8-0) 7 14 0 10ɂ31 
 
MoanɂTahje Canyon 65 run (Matt Blakeley kick)  
'AieaɂBryson Gabriel 8 pass from Freddy Taliulu (Nicholas Hiraoka kick)  
MoanɂAdam Francisco 20 run (Blakeley kick)  
MoanɂFrancisco 4 run (Blakeley kick)  
MoanɂCanyon 1 run (Blakeley kick)  
MoanɂFG Blakeley 26  
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Menehune In The News Cont. 

Moanalua runs past 'Aiea, 31-14                                     Article Date: 10/17/09  

'AieaɂDouglas Tautua 26 interception return (Hiraoka kick)  

RUSHINGɂ'Aiea: Taliulu 5-3, Otto-Titan Salausa 11-44, Anae Vaa 2-4, Phillip 

Madriaga 2-9. Moanalua: Francisco 7-30, Canyon 16-181, Xavier Peterson 4-35, 

Chasen Hamasaki 1-4, Michael Egami 6-47, Keenan Ragragola 2-5, Tayler Ta-

naka 4-47, Brady LaFortune 1-5, Team 1-(minus 2).  

PASSINGɂ'Aiea: Taliulu 21-33-1ɂ217, Anae Vaa 0-1-0ɂ0. Moanalua: Fran-

cisco 4-11-0ɂ45, Kevin Amaral 0-1-1ɂ0.  

RECEIVINGɂ'Aiea: Matt Faalele 1-17, Michael Williams 7-92, Kekoa Thomp-

son 5-66, Gabriel 2-18, Phillip Madriaga 4-12, Salausa 2-12. Moanalua: Essaye 

Villaver 2-28, Rich Villasenor 2-17. 

 
JV: MOANALUA 17, 'AIEA 14 
Reported By: Kaonohi Borden 
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Menehune In The News 

Ȱ.ÁÌÅÁ 4ÒÕÊÉÌÌÏȱ 4ÈÅ 7ÉÎÎÉÎÇ &ÉÅÌÄ 'ÏÁÌ 

 
By Alan Kang 
Article Date: 10/17/09  

Nalea Trujillo who is a freshman on the JV Moanalua Football team 
was also on the Ka'oi Rampage 
Soccer Team who represented 
Hawaii at the the U.S. Youth Soc-
cer Far West Regionals in Las 
Vegas ( Hawaii State Cup GU12 
Championship) and made it to 
the semifinals.  She also com-
peted in the San Diego Surf Cup, 
"The Champion of Champions 
tournament", and tonight, Octo-
ber 16, 2009, Nalea Trujillo is 

Moanalua JV Freshman Football "Champion of Champs." With 3 sec-
onds left on the clock and Aiea JV football team calling two times 
out to put the pressure on Nalea, it didn't hold up. Nalea stated, 
"yes she had butterflies" and was breathing too fast, but her team-
mates told her to calm down, takeout her mouth piece and breath. 
When it was time to kick the ball she just did what she had to do, 
and the ball went right between the goal up rights. For a second she 
couldn't recall what happened, but when she looked down and saw 
the Aiea JV Football players on the ground at her feet, she realized 
that she made the final winning 
field goal. The final score over Aiea 
JV Football team, 17-14. 
 
 "Congratulations" to Nalea Trujillo 
and the Moanalua JV Football team. 
 
For more photos please visit:   
http://alankphotos.smugmug.com 
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Menehune In The News Cont. 

Moanalua madness                                    
Na Menehune are causing a stir 
after completing the regular sea-
son unbeaten 
By Paul Honda 
Courtesy of Star Bulletin 
 

It was one of the biggest crowds 
to see a prep football game this 
season. 
 
At Moanalua, nearly 5,000 fans 
filed in to watch Na Menehune 
and Aiea battle for first place in 
the Oahu Interscholastic Asso-
ciation White Conference. 
 
They -- including each school's band -- saw Moanalua go unbeaten in regular-
season play for the first time. Moanalua's 31-14 win on Friday night wasn't the 
only highlight.  
 
The evening began with a remarkable finish to the junior varsity game, when an 
astounding 36-yard field goal by Nalea Trujillo with no time remaining gave 
Moanalua a 17-14 win. Trujillo, a 5-foot-3, 110-pound freshman, hadn't made a 
field goal all season, but drilled the kick flawlessly with another 7 or 8 yards to 
spare. 
 
"That was nerve-wracking," she said of the final play, which began only after a 
Moanalua timeout and two more timeouts called by Aiea. 

Maybe that gave the varsity squad a boost, but it probably works the other way 
around. Moanalua's had a solid kicking game for years. 

"I've had six straight years of great kickers," coach Arnold Martinez said. "We had 
the Watanabes, Landon and Justin." 
 
Current varsity kicker Matt Blakeley has continued the stellar tradition, kicking a 
26-yard field goal and sending one kickoff to the end zone for a touchback on Fri-
day. All-around standout Rich Villasenor bombed a 63-yard punt. 
 
Aiea's run-and-shoot offense had its opportunities in the first half. Na Alii's aver-
age starting point for five possessions was their 39-yard line.   

Picture by: JAMM AQUINO / JAQUINO@STARBULLETIN.COM 
Moanalua swarmed Aiea's Vaa Anae in a victory that finished 
an undefeated regular season for Na Menehune on Friday 
night. 
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Menehune In The News Cont. 

Moanalua madness  Cont.                                  Courtesy of  Star Bulletin                             
In the second half, Moanalua's ground game limited Aiea to just three posses-
sions -- with an average starting point of its own 25-yard line -- and Na Alii 
never  
seriously threatened. 
 
Aiea missed defensive tackle Lawrence Lagafuaina, but its normally productive 
offense managed just one touchdown. Villasenor (5-10, 230) covered practi-
cally the entire field, a big part of Moanalua's gang-tackling mentality. Xavier 
Peterson (6-0, 200) had six solo tackles, mostly in the open 
field, and Jordan Tanioka was bullish in the trenches with 
seven tackles.  At 5-9, Tanioka uses his leverage, strength 
and quickness well.  "He might be the strongest kid I've had 
in the program," Martinez said of Tanioka, who recorded 
1,575 pounds in the team's "liftoff" of power clean, dead lift, 
bench press and squat. "He's got a great base and strong 
legs. His lower-core strength is unbelievable." 
 
For Moanalua, an unbeaten regular season is almost as unbe-
lievable. A win over Kalaheo on Friday would clinch a state 
berth. It isn't too much to expect even against a tough Mus-
tangs program; Moanalua battled Mililani to a 16-3 loss in 
nonconference play. Still, Martinez isn't convinced that mov-
ing up to the Division I Red Conference is necessary. 
 
"We would definitely compete there," he said. "But our prob-
lem is our cycle. When we had 'Q' (Quinton Tang) and Stan 
(Leti), out of 33 kids, we had 22 seniors. Most of the big 
studs played with us for three years. Then, the next year, we 
got to Red, we're pretty competitive. We're right in every 
game, but we don't have the numbers and the young kids are 
forced to play Farrington and Kahuku coming right out of 
JV." 
The program has become a cornerstone on campus. Friday's game drew the 
second-largest audience of the season; an early game with Pearl City attracted 
5,000, Martinez said. 

This year's team has 60 players, and the JV crop coming up next season just 
might include a perky, but poised field-goal kicker who knows how to win a 
game or two. 

In this issue: 

#ÏÁÃÈȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ  

I 

Awards  

II  

Game of the  

Week 

 

III  

Game of the  

Week Cont. 

 

IV 

Menehune 

In The News   

Honolulu Advertiser 

 

 V 

Menehune 

In The News   

Honolulu Advertiser 

 

 VI  

Menehune 

In The News   

Honolulu Advertiser 

 

VII  

Menehune 

In The News   

Alan Kang Article 

 

VIII 

Menehune 

In The News   

Star Bulletin 

 

 IX 

Menehune 

In The News   

Star Bulletin 

 

  X 

Announcements  

XI 

Announcements 

Cont. 

 

 XII 

Announcements 

Cont. 

 

 XIII 

Mene 

Thanks 

 

 XIV 



11 

11 

 

October 18ɀ24, 2009 
 

1. Grade Checks:  We had a number of JV and Varsity players on Dawn Patrol 
for not turning in this past week's grade check. Remember that grade checks 
are due every Wednesday.  Players should have them completed and signed by 
their teachers and parents/guardians.  Remember we have play-offs and the 
season is far from over.  We do not want to lose any players due to poor 
grades. Any player who finished Q1 below a 2.0 will be on AP, if so, if that 
player has an F in a core subject or falls below a 2.0  within the first 2 weeks of 
quarter 2 (we are currently in the 2nd week of Q2), they will be ineligible for 
the play-offs.  Please monitor your player's homework and assignments and 
communicate with their teachers to ensure they are doing all that they can. 
 
2. Play-off week schedule:   The practice schedule will be the same as a regular 
game week practice schedule, including Tue night practice, team dinner and 
morning lift on Thur. This goes for the entire playoff schedule. Both JV and 
Varsity play-off games this Friday are at MoHS.  JV is playing Radford at 5pm 
and Varsity is playing Kalaheo following the JV game.  For a list of playoff dates, 
visit  www.moanaluafootball.com, click on "Year Schedule" and scroll to the 
bottom. 
3. Community Service: Each year our football players give back by helping at 
the MGMC Fall Fest. Our players serve as carnival ride and game attendants. 
This will take place on Saturday, Oct 31st in two shifts. JV will work 6 to 
7:30pm and the Varsity will work 7:30 to 9pm. You are all invited to 
attend.  Bring the kids and enjoy the rides, pony rides, food and games at 
Moanalua Gardens Missionary Church which is right next to Moanalua 
Elementary School on Saturday, 10/31/09 from 4:30-8:30pm.  It's a great time 
for all! 

4. Information tree: Please pass this information on to parents or guardians 
who you might sit with at team dinners or games who do not receive our 
newsletters via email. Newsletters and announcements regarding Moanalua 
football are posted at the football website weekly. The address 
is www.moanaluafootball.com. 

5. Photos from the the past week's game vs. Aiea have been posted at http://
alankphotos.smugmug.com/High-School-Football-2009 Photos from all 
previous week's games are posted at the football website listed above. 
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6. Towels - For those of you who picked up a spirit towel, please wave them in 
a circle high in the air during the game when you see the Moanalua sideline 
jumping up and down cheering. It was great seeing those towels circling in the 
stands last Friday night. We would love to see 200 of those waving at one time 
during the games.  If you would like to buy one, we still have a few left. 
"Moanalua Football, Don't Stop Believing (for an encore presentation, You 
Tube "Moanalua Coaches"). They are $5.00 and players can pick them up from 
coach. Coach said to remind the players they cannot use them for game towels, 
they are not approved because of the logo on them. 

7. Tsunami Relief collections or donations. Your parent organization will be 
putting together a list of organizations you can contact directly or make delivery 
arrangements, if you are interested in contributing either monetarily or by giving 
new or gently used personal items.  Please also look out for contribution sites and 
information in future newsletters. 

8. Fundraising:  A total of 91 out of 130 players fund raised for the football 
program.  It's a good start in order to keep our program operating at a high 
standard without DOE funds but we need to keep it going. The DOE is 
expecting all sports programs to be self-sufficient starting this year.  A huge 
thank you and much gratitude go out to the family of Cipriano Herrera, Jr who 
has met his fundraising goal of $250 (joining the previous 41 players who 
were announced in the last 2 newsletters).  It's never too late to fundraise, we 
desperately need every one to attempt to reach their $250 goal.  
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9. Komen Race for the Cure: Thank you to our "racers":  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To date, our Moanalua 
football 'ohana was able to 
help the Tiaves raise a total 
of $795.  Thank you 
everyone for your 
generosity!  After the race, 
Tiave spoke about how 
much Moanalua Football 
meant to Candace and the 
entire family.  Thank you to 
the Tiave and Kalua 'Ohana 
for feeding the team after 
the race.  We had great time with great food and played some football, too! 
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Coach Kaleo Schriener Cameron Lebato Emilio Mendoza +ÕÐÁȭÁ 4ÉÁÖÅ 

Lee Arakawa James Lyle Jaime Mendoza Pita Tiave 

Shannon Ayson Madelline Lyle Christine Miwa-Mendoza Pono Tiave 

Ryan Cortez Mario Lyle Joven Pacheco Tiave Tiave 

Ryan Ishihara Suzanne Lyle Adeline Porter Lea Anna Trujillo 

Kekaulike Tiave Kalua Vivianne Lyle Lauren Porter Nalea Trujillo 

Pono Kalua Coach A.K. Martinez Roger Soriano Kathy Ann Watanabe 

Adele Kimura-Kemp Charlene Martinez (ÁȭÁÈÅÏ 4ÉÁÖÅ Chaz/Clint Winham 
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